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Tracking the Killers of Letelier 


The man behind the murder of Chil- 
ean exile leader Orlando Letelier, as 
federal investigators have pieced to- 
gether the mystery, is probably Chile’s 
shadowy secret police chief, Manuel 
Contreras Sepulveda. 

In one of the most complicated in- 
vestigations since Watergate, FBI 
sleuths have traced the man who or- 
dered the killing to Contreras' office 
in Santiago, ChUe. They are not yet 
certain, however, whether Contreras 
gave the order or whether it came 
from a top aide. 

Most federal sources believe the 
murder could not have been carried 
out without Contreras’ direct ap- 
proval. In fact, some Justice Depart- 
ment sources speculate that Chilean 
President Augusto Pinochet person- 
ally suggested the assassination. 

No one working on the case will 
comment directly. But we have 
learned that the FBI has stepped up its 
activity among terrorists in Miami and 
hopes to resolve the case in the near 
future, complete with the names of 
the assassins. 

Letelier was killed by a bomb, which 
was attached beneath his auto. The 
bomb exploded last Sept 21 as he was 
driving down Washington’s tranquil 
Embassy Row with two American col- 
leagues, Mike and Ronni Moffitt. 

The blast killed Letelier and Mrs. 
Moffitt, but miraculously spared her 
husband. Afterward, an anguished 
Mike Moffitt begged us to investigate 
the bombing. We have kept in close 
touch, therefore, with the federal in- 
vestigation. 

Within a few weeks, we were able to 
identify Chile’s notorious secret police, 
known by the dread initials DINA, as 


the probable culprits. Now we can de- 
scribe the murder plot 

We are told that Pinochet expressed 
his displeasure with Letelier to the 
DINA chief. We have reason to believe 
that Contreras, in response to the Chil- 
ean president's wishes, dispatched a 
DINA officer to the United States to 
meet with two leaders of Brigade 2506, 
an organization of Bay of Pigs veter- 
ans. 

Some members of the brigade, 
trained in violence by the CIA, alleg- 
edly have become right-wing terror- 
ists. The DINA agent was put in touch 
with them, according to our sources, 
by a Chilean diplomat in the United 
States who secretly works for DINA. 

We reached the diplomat, who re- 
portedly has been interrogated by U.S. 
authorities. At first, he told us through 
an interpreter that the affair was his 
"private problem." Then he refused to 
comment; then his aide told us the 
charge was “ridiculous.” 

Investigators tell us, however, the 
two brigade leaders contacted, among 
others, a Cuban demolitions expert, 
Guillermo Novo, in New Jersey. At the 
time, he was on probation after convic- 
tion for illegal use of explosives. He 
violated his probation and is now a 
fugitive. 

The assassination plot was worked 
out, our sources say, at a secret rendez- 
vous near Bonao in the Dominican Re- 
public. It was decided that a special 
shaped plastic charge was needed for 
the bombing. 

The explosive was available on the 
streets of Miami, and the bomb mater- 
ials were bought and fashioned in the 
United States, most sources say. 

However, one source told us the 
bomb was constructed in Chile. 

It was later delivered to the Miami 


area by a Chilean military official car- 
rying a diplomatic passport and flying 
in a military airplane, the source said. 

The device was transmitted to a 
member of Brigade 2506, we are told. 
He then carried it to New Jersey, 
where the, assassination team was 
waiting for it They used the bomb, ac- 
cording to our sources, to kill Letelier. 

The Justice Department had no for- 
mal comment on the case. We have 
learned that prosecutors, however, are 
trying to figure how to. get testimony 
from Chileans with diplomatic immu- 
nity, and how to extradite potential de- 
fendants from Chile. 

Footnote: The Chilean government 
has repeatedly denied any involve- 
ment with the assassination. Spokes- 
men for Brigade 2506 also have sworn 
that their members had nothing to do 
with murdering Letelier. Incidentally, 
Chile has announced the dissolution of 
DINA. But our sources say its duties 
simply have been taken over by other 
organizations. ' . v . 

Washington Whirl— -Graciela Oliva- 
rez is raising hackles inside the Com- 
munity Services Administration. Not 
long after she took command of the 
new agency, she called the staff to- 
gether not to outline programs to help 
the poor but to complain about coffee 
stains on the floor and waste paper in 
the ladies’ rooms. 

• President Carter has earmarked $4 
billion to create 600,000 temporary 
jobs. Yet a tiny office inside the Com- 
merce Department has helped create 
more than one million permanent jobs 
in the United States on ^meagqr $100,-: 
000 budget. This two-man office runs 
the Invest in USA program, which has 
persuaded several foreign manufac- 
turers to set up plants in this country. 






